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Folsom" 

"My Sunday collection used 
to average between 20 and 25k. 
After a baptism, the peaple 
wodd affer sweet potatoes and 
peanuts, "This," said Fr, Qdilo 
Alt, O..S.B., "wm extremely gen- 
erous for such a small commu- 
nity fifty years agoVy7 

The ?f3 yeap old priest eoaxed 
lmme timuon out of his corncob 
pipe with a wooden match and 
then recalled some of t'he more 
exciting eqe rkncm of his lif>e 
as a missionary in Folsom, La. 

There was an evening, far in- 
stance, when Pr, Alt was mturn- 
ing from a sick call astride his 
faithful horse, Chief. Two men 
jumped fmm behind trees and 
grabbed the horse's b ~ d l e .  Chief 
reared uip and kicked one of 
them, causing a painful outcry, 
Though they were hooded and 
unidentifiable, Fr, Alt was SUS- 

piciom of one local citizen who 
had a limp for a month after 
the incident. 

Although there were other 
problems involving hooded 
men, Fr. Alt pmfers recalling 
the more pleasant aspects of 
his long and fruitful missionary 
c a r e r  at St. John the Baptist 
in Folsom. 

One of his favorite topics lo 
the team of EXTENSION VoI- 
unteem who have been working 
with him during the past year. 
Jeanmarie  Troy of Highland 

Two kindergarten s t u d w s  learn 
to express themselves 
through artwork. 
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It's wholesome in Folsom 

Park, Ill, and Kathy Lauer of 
Winona, Minn. literally carry 
Fr. Alt's CCD and social work 
load. 

The girls came to Folsom in 
the summer of 1968 with the 
primary assignment of teaching 
CCD, and the hope of Fr. Alt 
that they could find time to do 
social work. 

The results of their year in 
Folsom have been very gratify- 
ing to the entire community. 
They are teaching CCD . . they 
set up and are operating a kin- 
dergarten program . . they orga- 
nized a teen club and promoted 

recreational equipment for it . . 
and they were able to "find 
time" for social work. Their ca- 
pacity for accomplishment far 
exceeded Fr. Alt's fondest 
dreams. 

The mission buildings of St. 
John the Baptist in Folsom are 
old by any yardstick . . but they 
look comfortably settled into 
the woody area they occupy. 
The only shelter that breaks 
the pattern of antiquity is the 
mobile home that Kathy and 
Jeanmarie reside in. 

But an old mission area is 
more than log cabins and horse 
drawn plows. St. John the Bap- 
tist came into existence official- 
ly in 1920 after Fr. Alt had 

done the necessary spade work. 
It was in that year that EX- 
TENSION sent a grant to help 
with the construction of a small 
frame chapel. After the chapel 
,was complete, EXTENSION, 
through her benefactors, sent 
vestments, candlesticks, chalice, 
ciborium and other necessary 
furnishings. 

Fr. Alt, St. John's first and 
only pastor, keeps a special in- 
tention in his masses for EX- 
TENSION benefactors because 
as he points out, the span of 
Extension help runs from 1920 
through 1969. 

When the original chapel was 
replaced, it was not torn down. 
For many years it was used as 
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ianmarie Troy gives personal assistance 
1 kindergarten student in the deskless classroom. 

Kathy Lauer helps one 
student appraise the work 
of another. 
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It's wholesome in Folsom 

a schoolroom. It was reactivated 
again by Extension's volunteers 
and now houses the teen club. 

St. John's kindergarten and 
teen club are open to the en- 
tire community regardless of 
race or religion. This reflects 
an attitude that Fr. Alt brought 
to Folsom fifty years ago. "We 
are all God's children and 
should be treated as such." Be- 
cause Fr. Alt has practiced this 
Christian tenet, he has earned a 
reputation for being eminently 
fair to everyone. With the help 
of Extension Volunteers, Kathy 
Lauer and Jeanmarie Troy, it 
has become a community by- 
word . . . with the inevitable 
result, "It is truly wholesome in 
Folsom." 
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Bwings get a workout, left, as students wait 
for parents after school. Extension Volunteers Jeanmarie Troy 
nd Kathy Lauer, below, take a break between classes at 
t. John the Baptist. 

reen center, left, was made from original chapel that Extension 
ielped build in 1920. Kathy and Jeanmarie, below, retire to 
nobile home that houses them while on assignment in Folsom. 

Work 
for All Seasons 

Summer ends, and new plans take 
shape. But mission work goes on 
and on. You can share in this work 
by sending your Mass intentions to 
Extension-especially if your own 
parish schedule i s  crowded and 
your pastor agrees. We will give 
your request to small, needy par- 
ishes where your offerings will be 
gratefully received and Mass will 
be offered promptly. 

If your church can't take care of 
your immediate needs for a 
Mass, send your intentions to: 
Extension, 1307 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, Illinois 60605. 
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